When Puritans Ruled

	Queen Elizabeth died in 1603. Her closest living heir was King James of Scotland. So he acceded to the throne of England. Since King James came from a country whose national church was the Presbyterian Church, the Puritans were hopeful that he would be friendly towards their proposed reforms. The Presbyterians were essentially Scottish Puritans. In fact, while James was on his way to London to be inaugurated, the Puritans presented him with the Millenary Petition, in which they set forth their proposed reforms in the Church of England.
	However, as it turned out, James was not too fond of the Puritans, having been tutored and bullied by their Presbyterian brothers in Scotland for his whole childhood. So he rejected their requests. Nevertheless, James did appoint several Puritans to powerful positions within the Church of England. He also authorized a new English translation of the Bible to be made, which proved to be an enduring classic—the King James Translation. King James, who was quite a scholar himself, wanted the English people to have a Bible that was free from all of the prejudicial marginal notes found in the Geneva Bible.
	[Jamestown - Plymouth]
[significance of permitting Dissenters to settle in America]
King Charles I
	King James I died in 1625 and was succeeded by his son Charles. During the reign of Charles and that of his father, James, the Church of England was going through a number of changes—none of which were welcome by the Puritans. 
	Not only were the Puritans discontented with Charles’ rule, but so were other members of Parliament who were not Puritans. One of the main sources of friction between King Charles and Parliament is that Charles tried to ignore the Parliamentary limitations that the English constitution placed on the English crown. When Charles tried to arrest some of the leaders of Parliament for “sedition,” it led to civil war. The English Civil War was fought over both religious and political issues. It pitched the Royalists loyal to the king against the Parliamentarians. Most of the Royalists were Anglican, and most of the Parliamentarians were Puritan. Yet, some Puritans fought on the Royalist side and some Anglicans fought on the Parliamentary side.
	The early battles of the English Civil War were often inconclusive, but in general the Royalists were gaining the upper hand. So finally, in 1645 Parliament passed an ordinance relieving the existing commanders of their posts and calling for the creation of a well-trained, professional New Model Army. Oliver Cromwell was placed second-in-command of this army. 
	Cromwell brought in military officers from Sweden to train this new army. At that time, Sweden under King Gustavus Adolphus was one of the leading military powers of Europe. King Gustavus  was the Protestant hero of the Thirty Years War, and he has been called “the father of modern warfare.” p. 322) Cromwell also brought in artillery specialists from Germany and France. To enhance the professional nature of the New Model Army, Cromwell had his men clad in red uniforms, beginning the tradition of the English “redcoats.” 
	Members of the New Model Army received thorough military training and were extremely well-disciplined. It was the first truly professional army England had ever had.  In this New Model Army, men were promoted solely based upon their performance in battle—not because of their rank in society. So for the first time, ordinary men from the laboring classes could become army officers. Furthermore, Cromwell insisted that his Puritan soldiers believe in what they were fighting for. They went into battle singing psalms, feeling certain that God was on their side. [http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/STUcromwellO.htm: The New Model Army quickly won several decisive battles in succession, and the English Civil War was soon at an end.
	With a typical Puritan mindset, Cromwell wrote to Parliament after his victories, “Thus you see what the Lord has wrought for us. Can any creature ascribe anything to itself? Now can we give the glory to God, and I desire that all may do so, for it is all due to Him! ...I could not, riding alone about my business, but smile out to God in praises, in assurance of victory, because God would, by things that are not, bring to naught things that are. Of which I had great assurance; and God did it.” [letter of Cromwell]
	Interestingly, for some reason God chose not to give the Puritans victory at the beginning of the war, when they truly needed His help in order to prevail. But once they turned to human means and put together a professional army that was much better trained than their opponents, suddenly God gave them the victory! This is nothing more than counterfeit faith. A Christian’s faith is unmasked as counterfeit when he takes the exact same steps as would a non-believer—and then when his efforts are successful, he protests proudly that his success could never have been achieved without God’s help.
	The events that followed the Puritan victory in the English Civil War make it quite clear that their victory was not because of God’s blessings on their cause.
Snatching Defeat from
  the Jaws of Victory
	Through the Civil War, the Puritans finally gained the political and ecclesiastical power they had craved for nearly a century. However, no sooner did they do so than they began to fight among themselves. The majority of the Puritans in Parliament wanted to institute a national presbytery, just like the one in Scotland. The presbyteries were basically councils of clergymen. Under Parliament’s plan, the Church of England would become a national Presbyterian church. These Puritans also wanted to work out a reconciliation with King Charles and put the nation back together again.
	However, the majority of the Puritans in Cromwell’s army were Independents, who wanted the highest ecclesiastical authority to be the local congregation. The Presbyterians in Parliament ordered the army to disband, even though it owed them back pay. Cromwell and the army refused. For several months, Cromwell tried to negotiate with Parliament, but to no avail. Soon there was a Second Civil War in England. This time it was the Presbyterian Puritans, together with Royalists, against the independent Puritans. In this Second Civil War, the Presbyterians in Scotland joined forces with the English Presbyterians.
	Before the Presbyterians and the Independents met in the final battle of this new civil war, both sides prayed earnestly to God and pruned their armies of any soldiers who were not fully sanctified to God. The Independents wept and groaned over having tried to reach a compromise with the “ungodly.” With tears, they lamented their folly for having “carnal consultations with our own wisdom, and the not with the word of the Lord.” 
	Imagine that! They repented for having tried to work things out peacefully with their political opponents instead of immediately taking up arms and slaughtering them! And who were these “ungodly” men that they were killing? Well none other than their fellow Calvinists in England and Scotland.
	Cromwell and his New Model Army soundly defeated their opponents, which only convinced them the more that God was on their side. One of Cromwell’s officers, Col. Pride, and his troops now marched on Parliament. The army barred the entrance to Parliament to all members except those who had supported the army at the beginning of the Second Civil War or who now publicly disavowed their former position and agreed not to accept the King’s proposals for a negotiated peace. Of the 489 members of the House of Commons, all but 154 were either arrested, barred from entry by the soldiers, or absented themselves in protest. 
	This military coup, known as Pride’s Purge, effectively removed all Anglicans and Presbyterian Puritans from the  House of Commons and left the Independent Puritans in control. The residue of Parliament that was left, called the Rump Parliament by its detractors, didn’t constitute a quorum, and therefore they had no legal authority to continue to act. They certainly were not representative of the nation. They nevertheless tried the king for treason and sentenced him to be beheaded. When the House of Lords rejected their sentence, they went ahead and executed the king anyway.
	The Independents now passed a series of new laws. They abolished the monarchy, the House of Lords and the Anglican church. They seized lands owned by the royal family and the Church of England and sold them. The Independents used the money from the sale to pay the New Model Army, which was now in control of the nation. 
	The beheading of King Charles by Cromwell and the Independent Puritans horrified the English nation. It also outraged the Scots, as Charles was also the king of Scotland. The Scottish Presbyterians now rallied around Charles II, King Charles’ oldest son, and once again English Calvinists and Scottish Calvinists were at war. Some English Royalists and Presbyterians joined forces with the Scots. 
	While the English were occupied with this Third Civil War, Roman Catholics rose up in Ireland in a bid for Irish independence. They attacked the English Protestants who had been settled in Ireland by various English monarchs. Soon, reports of atrocities reached England. It didn’t take Cromwell long to come to Ireland with 18,000 of his Puritan soldiers to exact grim retribution.
	Cromwell’s first step in Ireland was to lay siege to the walled city of Drogheda, using heavy cannon and 12,000 of his foot soldiers. Once Cromwell’s artillery breached the walls, his soldiers came rushing in, only to be repulsed by the defenders. Cromwell’s men regrouped and then stormed through the breaches in the walls once again. They refused mercy to any of the defenders, putting nearly all of them to the sword. The few who survived were sent as slaves to die working on the sugar plantations in Barbados. According to Irish accounts, the slaughter included not only soldiers, but civilians also—men, women and children alike.
	Cromwell boasted of the slaughter in a letter to Parliament, in which he wrote:
“It has pleased God to bless our endeavors at Drogheda. After battery, we stormed it. The enemy were about 3,000 strong in the town. They made a stout resistance; and nearly 1,000 of our men having entered, the enemy forced them out again. But God giving a new courage to our men, they attempted again and entered, beating the enemy from their defenses.
“The enemy had made three retrenchments, both to the right and left of where we entered, all of which they were forced to quit. Having thus entered, we refused them quarter, having the day before summoned the town. I believe we put to the sword the whole number of the defenders. I do not think thirty of the whole number escaped with their lives. Those that did are in safe custody for Barbados. ...
“I do not believe, neither do I hear, that any Irish officer escaped with his life, except only one lieutenant, who I hear, upon reaching the his countrymen said that he was the only man who escaped out of all the garrison. Upon this, the enemy were filled with much terror. And truly I believe this bitterness will save much effusion of blood, through the goodness of God.
“I wish that all honest hearts may give the glory of this to God alone, to whom indeed the praise of this mercy belongs.”
	The House of Commons was so pleased with the news from Cromwell that they declared a national day of thanksgiving, saying, “The House does approve of the execution done at Drogheda as an act both of justice to them [the slain] and mercy to others who may be warned by it.”  http://www.irish-society.org/Hedgemaster%20Archives/Cromwell_1.htm
	In reality, the Puritans behaved no differently than had the pagan barbarians and Romans who had once inhabited Europe. They killed and slaughtered without hesitation. They tortured and enslaved others. The only difference is that they praised God in every other sentence of their letters and speeches and protested that it all had been accomplished by God, not through their own efforts. As Cromwell told one of his officers:
“Now give me leave to say how it came to pass that this work was wrought. It was set upon some of our hearts that a great thing should be done—not by power or might, but by the Spirit of God. And is it not clearly so? That which caused your men to storm so courageously, it was the Spirit of God. He gave your men courage and took it away again. He gave the enemy courage and took it away again. And He gave your men courage again, and therefore this happy success. And so it is good that God alone have all the glory.”
	Cromwell himself left Ireland after nine months of campaigning, turning the remainder of the war over to others. It is estimated that, during the next ten years of bloodshed, about a third of the Irish population were killed or died of starvation. The majority of Roman Catholic landowners had their land confiscated, and they were forced to resettle in the barren province of Connacht. Catholic boys and girls were shipped to Barbados and sold to the planters as slaves.
	The lands taken from the Catholics by Cromwell were given to the Puritan soldiers who had taken part in the campaign and to various English financers and speculators. Before the rebellion in 1641, Catholics owned 59% of the land in Ireland. (The other 41% had been taken from them by the English.) However, by the time Cromwell left in 1650 the proportion of Roman Catholic ownership had shrunk to 22%.
Rule of the “Saints” in England
	Outside of some of the Swiss cantons, there were never more than three Calvinist countries in Europe: England (during Cromwell’s rule), Scotland, and the Netherlands. It took these three countries only a few years to demonstrate the impossibility of serving two masters. Their Christian brotherhood quickly broke down, and all three demonstrated that their primary allegiance was to their native countries, not to their Christian brotherhood. I’ve already discussed the civil wars that pitched Scotch Calvinists against English Calvinists. In fact, in the Second Civil War, English Calvinists fought against fellow English Calvinists. 
	England had always taken an interest in the Dutch war of independence against Spain. Ever since the time of Elizabeth, there had been talk in England of making the Netherlands an English protectorate. Cromwell now sent a delegation to the Netherlands with such a proposal. The Dutch were a bit shocked by the English proposition. They had gained their complete independence from Spain in the recently ended Thirty Years War. The Dutch had gained control of the bulk of the trade in both the Baltic and the Mediterranean. They had also captured valuable Portuguese colonies in the Far East. The Dutch were at the height of their power, and they hardly were willing to give up any of their independence. (pp. 359, 360) From A History of England and the British Empire
	In response to this rebuff, Cromwell and the House of Commons passed the Navigation Act of 1651. It required that only English ships and ships from the originating country could import goods to England or to England’s colonies. The Act wasn’t aimed at the English colonies in America, although it affected them. Rather, it was aimed at the Dutch, since so much of the merchandise coming to England and its colonies was in Dutch ships. As one English General put it, “The Dutch have too much trade, and the English are resolved to take it from them.” [Wickipedia , First Anglo–Dutch War]. 
	Relations between England and the Netherlands grew worse when the English navy seized 27 Dutch ships trading with the colony of Barbados, which was forbidden by the Navigation Act. During the next year, British privateers captured over a hundred other Dutch ships. These events finally led to war between England and the Netherlands. [Wickipedia, First Anglo–Dutch War].
A Look at the Reign of the Saints
	Through all of the events I’ve been describing in the last few pages, Oliver Cromwell and his Rump Parliament were governing England. What sort of reign did they have? Was it anything like the kingdom of God?
	The Rump Parliament was primarily composed of Puritan gentry, merchants, and lawyers. [p. 109 From Cromwell: A Profile] Although they were devoutly religious men, they surprisingly had little interest in tackling the various matters of social injustice in England. Instead, these men scrambled for property and privileges for the gentry. They vied with their fellow Calvinists, the Dutch, to unseat the Dutch as the dominant merchant power of northern Europe. And they eventually went to war with the Dutch to end their power. In order to pay for the endless wars while they were in power, the Rump Parliament had to heavily tax the English people.
	Finally, in 1653, Cromwell expelled the Rump Parliament altogether and called for a new Parliament comprised of “true saints.” Rather than being a Parliament elected by the people of England, Cromwell called for his new Parliament to be comprised of godly Puritans selected by the churches. 
	When this new Parliament of the “saints” first met on July 4, 1653, Cromwell delivered an exalted speech to it. He was certain that he finally had a Parliament of godly men who would pass just and wise laws for the nation. (p. 113) However, within six months the highly organized radical Puritans had taken complete control of Parliament. This was a religio-political movement known as the Fifth Monarchy. The term “fifth monarchy” referred to the reign of Jesus Christ Himself, which these men were certain He was about to establish on earth. This church-elected Parliament of the Saints was also known as the “Barebones Parliament,” after one of its members who was named “Praise-God Barebones.”  (p. 361)
	Panic-stricken by the radical proposal of the Fifth Monarchists, the majority of Parliament went to Cromwell and surrendered their authority back to him. However, the radicals refused to resign their commissions. Finally, Cromwell brought in the army and expelled them by force. The Barebones Parliament proved to be the most humiliating of Cromwell’s many failures. (p. 116) From Cromwell: A Profile
	Finally, in desperation, in December 1653, the army decided that Cromwell should become England's new ruler. Cromwell refused the title of king—since he had outlawed the use of that term—and instead took the title Lord Protector of the Commonwealth. However, Cromwell had as much power as had any king in the past—or even more. For example, two years later, when the new House of Commons opposed his policies, he closed it down—just as he had the others. And even though he wouldn’t accept the title of “king,” Cromwell did have people address him as “your Highness.”
	Cromwell now imposed military rule in England, dividing the country into eleven districts. Each district was governed by a Puritan Major General. The responsibilities of these Major Generals included maintaining order, collecting taxes, granting poor relief, and imposing Puritan moral discipline. 
	The Puritan Parliaments alienated the English people far more than anything King Charles had ever done. They closed down the theaters, prohibited church festivals, and outlawed many forms of entertainment that most English Christians saw as fairly innocuous. They turned Sundays into gloomy Old Testament Sabbaths. The people had always been happy to be free from work on Sunday. But the Puritans prohibited most leisure activities, including hiking. In fact, a person had to obtain formal legal permission to even travel on a Sunday. Even Cromwell himself bristled at some of the strict laws Parliament passed. (p. 363)
	In 1658 Cromwell was struck by a sudden bout of malarial fever and died. To a large degree, Puritanism died with him. By the time Cromwell died, Puritanism had become a loose confederation of various discordant sects. Although Oliver Cromwell was succeeded by his son Richard, the English people had had their fill of rule by the “saints.” 
	In 1660, Parliament invited Charles II to return and sit on the throne of England. The Restoration was not just a restoration of the king, but of Parliament as well—and of the Anglican Church. Both king and Parliament declared all legislation null and void that had been passed during the years since the death of King Charles I—because none of it had gone through the constitutional channels of the House of Commons, the House of Lords, and King. (p. 377)		
	For the vast majority of people in England, the “rule of the saints” during the Puritan revolution was a bad memory that they all wanted to forget. Puritanism lost all the power it once had as a political, social and religious force, and the Puritans disappeared into a scattering of Nonconformist sects and churches. The next great spiritual movement in England did not arise from the remnants of the Puritans, but from two zealous Anglican preachers, George Whitefield and John Wesley. 

The Accomplishments of Cromwell
The one positive thing the Independents did was to grant religious toleration to virtually all independent sects—including the Congregationalists, the Baptists, and even the Quakers. This toleration, however, did not extend to Roman Catholics and Anglicans—both of whom had to meet underground. 
Cromwell also allowed the Jews to return to England and establish synagogues. 





