Why America Won the American Revolution

	During the Middle Ages, there was a practice known as trial by combat. If someone accused you of a serious crime, and the evidence wasn’t overwhelming, then your guilt or innocence was decided by combat. You fought your opponent by jousting or some other method  If you won, that meant you were innocent and went free  If you were defeated, it proved you were guilty. The logic behind trial by combat was that God was on the side of the person who was right. So victory was equated with innocence  
	Today, we would scoff at such a superstitious notion. Because you win a judicial duel, that means you’re innocent? Ridiculous! However, strangely, many Christians today fall into that same type of medieval, superstitious thinking when it comes to the American Revolution. Because America won, that meant that God was on their side and that America is God’s favored nation
	 	You know, that was the exactly the same reasoning the Muslims used in their conquest of the Christian Mideast and North Africa during the early Middle Ages.
			 	They were virtually unstoppable in their conquest, as Christian territory after Christian territory fell to their armies
			 	When I refer to “Christian territories or the Christian Roman Empire,” I’m referring to an empire where Christianity was the state religion and where nearly all of the inhabitants were professing Christians. As I discussed in some of the previous messages, there is actually no such thing as a “Christian nation” because the K of G is not of this world
			 	God was obviously on the side of the Muslims. In fact, Muslims still control those countries today. I’m talking about countries like Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Libya, and Algeria  They were once Christian nations, but fell to the Muslims and Christians were never able to re-take them.
			 	So then God is on the side of the Muslims? We would say, “Of course, not. Victory in war doesn’t prove God is on your side ”

	 	Unless, of course, our armies are victorious—and then it proves that God is on your side 

1.	Obviously, nothing happens anywhere without God’s passive will. But because God allows something to happen, it doesn’t mean that He approves it.

	  That is, unless you want to say that God has approved of every murder, torture, theft, injustice, assault, crime, and massacre that has ever occurred 

2.	So let’s not think like people from the Middle Ages. God permitted the Americans to win the American Revolution. But the fact that He permitted it, proves nothing.
	 	As we’ve already discussed in the previous message, the colonists were breaking express New Testament commandments in refusing to pay their taxes and taking up arms against their rulers

3.	It did not take any miracle for the Americans to win the American Revolution.
	 	If the Americans had made too many serious blunders, they might have lost it
	 	But so long as the Americans didn’t give the war away, it’s not clear that Britain could have won even if it had conducted a flawless campaign
	 	So tonight we’re going to look at the 10 main reasons why the colonists won the American Revolution



#1 French Aid and World War

The #1 reason why the Americans won the war was because of the huge help they received from the French

1.	From the very beginning, when war against Britain was being contemplated, the Americans counted on being able to get aid from France
	 	After all, just 10 years earlier, France had been defeated by the British in the French and Indian War
	 	France was eager to get revenge and to unseat Britain as the world power

2.	But Americans didn’t just leave this matter to chance or to God’s intervention.
	 	No, they sent the best ambassador possible to France to win their intervention: Benjamin Franklin.
			 	Benjamin Franklin was the most brilliant man in America and a wise diplomat
			 	Not only that, he was a hero in France because of his scientific discoveries and writings—before he ever set foot on French soil
			

3.	From the outset, before France decided to openly join in the war against Britain, Franklin was able to negotiate a secret agreement by which the French began surreptitiously sending arms and money to the colonies to help them in their fight

4.	Meanwhile, while Franklin was negotiating with France, John Jay was negotiating with Spain, and another diplomat was negotiating with the Netherlands to help the cause of the Americans

5.	After the decisive battle of Saratoga in 1777, the French entered into a formal treaty with the 13 states, and began sending troops and ships to America
	 	They also brought experienced French military commanders
	 	It was the French intervention that virtually assured an American victory

6.	One of the major British victories before 1777 was the capture of Philadelphia
	 	However, once the French entered the war and the British learned that the French fleet was shortly going to arrive in America, they were forced to abandon Philadelphia
			 	The reason was that the French fleet could blockade the Delaware river and cut off the British troops there from needed supplies and reinforcements

7.	Seeing that the tide of war was certainly on the American side, Spain and then the Netherlands both declared war on Britain
	 	Spain’s entry was particularly important, because it had armies and fleets in South America and not very far away in Louisiana

8.	So now, England had a world war on its hands.
	 	It’s shipping was open to attack everywhere in the world 
	 	It had to defend its many far-flung colonies and also keep a sufficient army at home to protect Britain from invasion
	 	This made it impossible to commit the troops, ships, and arms necessary to win the war in America

9.	As we all remember from American History, the final decisive battle of the American Revolution was Yorktown
	 	This crushing victory would have never happened without the French
	 	When Cornwallis retreated to the Yorktown peninsula, he assumed the British navy would be able to evacuate his army across the Chesapeake Bay.
	 	However, at the last moment, the French fleet had been able to seize control of the Chesapeake Bay. There they stood with 37 battleships.

10.	At Yorktown, Frenchmen outnumbered Americans almost three to one! Most of the heavy artillery was French.
	  Washington had 11,000 Continental soldiers engaged in the battle, while the French had at least 29,000 soldiers and sailors. 


#2 Divided British Government and Public Opinion

1.	To a large degree, the very battle that had been going on in the pre-war colonies between the revolutionaries and the loyalists was going on in Britain between the Whigs and the Tories

2.	Let’s quickly review a few points of English history concerning their monarchy
	 	Charles I in the 1600s and been a champion of the divine right of kings and had wanted to be an absolute monarch
	 	He was defeated in the English civil war and beheaded
	 	Cromwell and Parliament then became the ruling power of England
	 	After Cromwell’s death, Parliament invited Charles II to come back and take the throne, but it was understood that he was not to behave as his father
	 	When his brother, James II, a Roman Catholic, came to the throne, Parliament invited William of Orange and his wife Mary to “invade” England and take the throne  This is known as the Glorious Revolution
		 	As a result of the Glorious Revolution, Parliament became a key force in British government in partnership with the king
	 	Later, in 1714, after the death of Queen Anne, Parliament bypassed all of Queen Anne’s RC heirs in succession and chose George I from Germany to become king of England
	G.	A political party known as the Tories felt that one of the Stuarts who was closer in succession should be ruler. The Whigs favored King George, and they won out.
	H.	After that, Parliament became the primary governing power in England  The king was much more than a figurehead 
	I.	But Britain was now ruled largely by a Cabinet and prime minister. Parliament selected the prime minister, who acted on the king’s behalf
	J.	This continued under George II. However, George III wanted to re-assert the prerogatives of a real king
		 	He wanted to select his own prime minister, et  and chart the course the nation was taking

3.	So at the time of the American Revolution, you had an internal battle going on in Great Britain between the King and Parliament
	 	The Tory party favored a more traditional role for the king
	 	The Whig party favored a more powerful Parliament, with Parliament choosing the prime minister
	 	In the arguments with the colonies over taxes, the Whigs tended to side with the colonists and the Tories sided with the king in favor of the taxes
	 	The Boston Tea Party temporarily turned everyone in England against the colonial agitators

4.	But at the actual start of the American Revolution, England was divided in its opinions about the war
	 	Many English had close relatives in the colonies and didn’t like the thought of going to war against them
	 	Since George III was one of the main figures promoting the war, the Whigs tended to oppose the war—as a means of limiting George’s ambitions
		 	If Britain one, then it would have further enhanced the King’s power and perhaps and return to the days of a strong monarch
	 	At first, the English middle class were in favor of the war, but not if it was going to be a long drawn-out affair and not if it were going to cost a lot of money
	
5.	The British were already groaning under the burden of heavy taxes from the French and Indian War.
	 	They weren’t in the mood for an increase in taxes to finance another war

6.	You basically had the same situation that existed in America’s Vietnam War
	 	You had a divided public and a divided government about the war
	 	No one wanted a prolonged war
		 	This meant that the enemy only had to outlast you in order to win
	 	No one wanted more taxes to pay for an unpopular war

7.	As a student of history, I’ve come to the conclusion that such a war in unwinnable in today’s society
	 	It worked when you had absolute rulers who didn’t have to care about public opinion
	 	But Britain in 1775 was on the verge of becoming a modern nation, and the 13 colonies already were one
		 	In such a situation, where public opinion, and elected representatives are heavily divided, I think it’s foolish for any government to try to wage a war
		 	Because they are almost certain to lose



#3 American Revolution Was Primarily Fought as a Guerilla War

1.	If the Revolution had been fought as a conventional war—like the wars in Europe or the American Civil War, England would have easily won
	 	That’s because they won virtually every conventional battle, where the two sides drew stationary positions and then fought each other
		 	Battles such as Long Island

2.	But George Washington quickly realized that his inexperienced armies were no match for the highly trained, experienced British army
	 	So he wisely tried to avoid those types of battles
	 	Instead he played a cat and mouse game with the British armies
	 	He spent most of the war staying out of their reach
		 	After the war, Thomas Payne, who wrote Common Sense, accused Washington of having done nothing throughout the war
		 	That wasn’t entirely true  Washington did engage in a number of battles. However, he purposefully avoided a head-to-head confrontation with the British army

3.	Due to the fact that the war wasn’t that popular in England, Washington realized all he had to do to win was keep the British from capturing the Continental Army and then to outlast the British
	 	He had to win enough battles here and there to keep up the Revolution alive, but he ultimately did not have to defeat the entire British army
		 	And hopefully, France wouldn’t enter the war, and that would bring the war to even a quicker finish
	 	The American victories we learned about in school were primarily guerilla type of victories
		 	For example, Concord and Ticonderoga
		 	Trenton, where Washington crossed the Delaware and surprised the Hessians
		 	Various small skirmishes against British supply units
	 	One of the few conventional battles that Washington won was Yorktown, but as we’ve talked about, this victory was due to the French fleet, the French army, and the French artillery

4.	The Americans were used to guerilla type of warfare, as they had been engaging in this type of warfare against the Indians for over a century
	 	The British and Hessians had no experience in this kind of fighting
	 	Furthermore, under European notions of warfare, this was considered cheating
		 	You didn’t hide behind walls and shoot at the enemy as they marched by
		 	Instead, you drew up your lines and sometimes even agreed when the fighting would start

5.	Again, the American Revolution was England’s Vietnam
	 	The fact that you are a more populous country and that you have a superior army means little in a guerilla warfare

#4 The British Could Win Battles Easily Enough, 
But They Couldn’t Hold Territory

1.	We’ve talked about Washington’s strategy: just hold on until the British lose interest in the war or the French join in, or both
	 	What was the British strategy?
	 	Unfortunately for the British, their initial strategy was based on a misconception of the political state of the colonies

2.	They had been told that the vast majority of the colonists were loyal to England
	 	So all they had to do was to defeat the rebels in a series of battles
	 	Each time the British won a battle, then that area would be safe for the Loyalists—who were the majority
	 	The Loyalists would then be back in control, and the British army could keep driving the rebels farther and farther away from the population centers

3.	You need to understand that, compared with the size of England, geographically the 13 colonies were a huge area

4.	The British army couldn’t possibly hold an area once they conquered it?
	 	Holding it would depend upon the Loyalists (who the British thought were the majority)

5.	But the information the British had received was faulty
	 	To begin with, the Loyalists were a minority
	 	Secondly, they were counting on the British army for protection
		 	They weren’t prepared to try to hold vast amounts of territory once the British army moved on

6.	In short, the overall strategy the British had for the war was based on faulty intelligence and was undoable
	 	For example, the British fairly easily captured New York and then Philadelphia
	 	Did that mean they controlled the entire area between New York and Philadelphia?
		 	No
	 	If they established outposts, like at Trenton, to try to hold territory, then Washington and other generals would attack the isolated outposts

7.	It makes me think of the war in which the U.S. is presently engaged in Afghanistan
	 	In just a matter of months, the U. S. forces defeated the Taliban and took over the major cities
	 	That was years ago, but the war is still going on
	 	Why? Because they can’t hold all the territory between the cities
		 	And again, they are fighting a guerilla war—where the advantage of a superior army is largely neutralized

8.	In the last major theater of the American Revolution, the British army under Cornwallis went through the South and won battle after battle
	 	But they couldn’t hold the territory they conquered, and the colonists won most of it right back

9.	On a similar vein, the Americans had no answer for the British navy
	 	The British could bring their fleet in and attack virtually any American port—and they did
	 	At one time or another, the British captured every major American port
	 	But Britain did not have the resources to blockade the entire eastern seaboard of the United States
	 	So they couldn’t win the war merely by capturing the seaports

10. In the end, they really didn’t have a workable strategy as to how they could win the war


#5 The Americans Were Fighting on Their Home Turf

1.	This gave the Americans a huge advantage

2.	For one thing, they were used to the climate
	 	The British and Hessians lost more men to sickness and disease than they did to battle casualties
	 	The northern winters in America were much more harsh than in England
	 	And the summers were much hotter than in England, particularly in the South and in the Middle Colonies

3.	The Americans knew the territory and terrain on which they were fighting 
	 	This particularly aided them in their guerilla warfare

4.	I recently read an article from a God-and-country organization that portrayed the American victory as miraculous because Great Britain was far more populous than the colonies, it was wealthier, and it had the best army and navy in the world
	 	All of those factors are true
	 	And if the Americans had tried to invade England, they wouldn’t have had a chance		 	Or if they had invaded England and conquered it, then I think it would be fair to say that their victory was a miracle

5.	But as Vietnam demonstrated, it doesn’t matter if you are a more populous nation, if you have the mightiest army and navy in the world, and if you are vastly wealthier than the country you’re fighting, if you’re fighting a guerilla war on their turf

6.	And the logistics for the British were far worse than for the Americans in Vietnam
	 	The leaders in Washington     could instantly communicate with their field commanders in Vietnam
	 	But in the American Revolution, it took weeks or even months for orders from England to reach the British commanders in America

7.	The British had to bring in their troops and supply them from all the way across the ocean
	 	A number of troops would invariably die during the voyage
	 	And the British could never count on quick reinforcements

8.	Even though Great Britain was far more populous than the colonies, in most battles, the British did not outnumber the Americans

9.	Saratoga was a perfect example of the huge disadvantage the British were at because they were fighting on American soil
	 	To begin with, the directives from England got all mixed up
		 	Three British armies were to converge, but two of the three either misunderstood the orders or rejected them, or gave them a mere half-hearted attempt
	 	British Gen. Burgoyne followed his part of the orders, but the other two armies never came
	 	What happened to Burgoyne’s army demonstrated what would happen to any British army if it tried to go very far inland into the American wilderness
	 	Burgoyne came south from Canada, but he couldn’t possibly maintain such a long supply train
		 	So before long, he was in the thick of the American wilderness, on totally unfamiliar ground, and with a serious supply problem
	 	When he sent out a unit to round up food and horses at the town of Bennington, the unit found itself suddenly surprised by the Americans, who outnumbered them 2 to one
		 	The British army was eventually forced to surrender
		 	Gen. Burgoyne lost a portion of his army and more importantly got no supplies
		 	And he didn’t dare to try to forage for more 
	 	Seemingly out of nowhere a large American army emerged at Saratoga, where Burgoyne’s army was defeated




		





6.	Degree of motivation
7.	Fighting a limited war, not wanting to alienate population
8. Colonial draft and retaliation against British supporters
9. Superior military intelligence and spy network
10. American control of the press


Up to this point, we’ve looked at 5 reasons why the Americans won the war, none of them requiring a miracle on God’s part. 
	 	In fact, just the first 2 or 3 reasons were sufficient to mean that America was almost certain to win the Revolution.
	 	Britain would have needed a miracle, and God did not choose to give them on 

The final 5 reasons are basically icing on the cake  Without them, the Americans would still have won, but they made the victory that much easier.
	 	We’re not going to be spending much time on these final 5 reasons. I’ll state them, explain them a bit, and then move on. So let’s start with reason #6.


#6 	Degree of Motivation

1.	Even before the war started, the extremely effective propaganda campaign that Samuel Adams and others carried out led most Americans to believe that if they didn’t stand up to the British, the British would reduce them to slaves
	 	It was rather absurd, but that theme was echoed again and again throughout the colonies
	 	The same propaganda had led them to believe that the British soldiers were bloodthirsty men who would kill without hesitation and would assault the American women

2.	Second, once the Americans did take up arms against the British, the American soldiers and militia had good reason to believe that their homes, farms, and businesses would be taken from them if they lost
	 	The leaders might even be hanged or imprisoned
	 	So the American soldiers were highly motivated out of fear of what would happen if they were to lose

3.	In contrast, the English soldiers had virtually nothing to lose
	 	Whether they won or lost the war, nothing would change in the lives of most of the British soldiers.
		 	They would return home to England and continue forward with a military career or else return to civilian life
		 	They certainly had a degree of pride at stake
		 	And they felt they were acting on behalf of law and order in putting down a rebellion
		 	But they did not have the degree of dogged desperation the Americans had

	 	And, of course, the German soldiers had even less
		 	Unlike what our history books told us, they were not mercenaries
		 	Most of them were either conscripts or men who had joined the army of their German state
		 	And now they were ordered to go over to America to fight the colonists
		 	They had only a fuzzy idea of what it was all about
	 	England was paying Germany for their service, but they themselves were not mercenaries. And, of course, King George was of German ancestry, so the two royal houses were closely connected

4.	The difference in the degree of motivation was even greater at the leadership level
	 	Men like G. Washington, T. Jefferson, and so many other American leaders would likely lose their sizeable estates if Britain won
	 	They themselves might be hanged
	 	They had exciting ideas of a new type of country without kings and class distinctions

5.	In contrast, the best British generals had declined to serve in the war—as they didn’t want to fight against America
	 	So all of the British generals were 2nd rate
	 	Worse than that, they were poorly motivated
	 	In the middle of the war, you had 3 British generals who detested each other and had differing views of strategy.
		 	They often didn’t come to one another’s aid
		 	Maybe they realized the situation was hopeless
		 	But they were nothing like the British military leaders who defeated Napoleon


#7 Britain Was Fighting a Limited War,
not wanting to alienate the American population

1.	This again brings back echoes of Vietnam and Afghanistan

2.	In WWII, America and its allies gave no consideration whatsoever about alienating the local population
	 	It was rightly assumed that they entire German and Japanese nations were at war
	 	So the Americans did things like firebombing Dresden, Germany and Tokyo
	 	They dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
	 	They felt that the more the civilians suffered, the more those countries would lose their will to fight
	 	Please understand that I’m not applauding that. I’m just stating what was don 

3.	But in a war like Afghanistan, every time a civilian is killed, even accidentally, by U. S. troops, it strengthens the Taliban
	 	So America has to be careful in its tactics or else it will alienate the local population
	 	That makes for a war that is very difficult to win—not impossible, but certainly difficult

4.	That’s the position England was in, or at least thought it was in
	 	Because it entered the war with the incorrect notion that most of the population was loyal to Britain, Britain made the decision at the beginning to fight only a limited war
	 	Try not to alienate the local population
	 	So there was to be nothing like Sherman’s “march to sea” or America’s bombing of Germany and Japan in WWII
	 	Even if they weren’t concerned about alienating the population, public opinion in Britain wouldn’t have allowed a scorched earth campaign


#8 The Colonial Draft and Retaliation Against Loyalists

1.	Going through school, I had received the impression that the Amerev was fought totally with volunteers
	 	But that’s not true

2.	Virtually every colony instituted a military draft at the beginning of the war
	 	The typical statute required all free males from age 16 to 55 to participate in military drills and to serve 3 mos. a year in the state militia

3.	Now, the militiamen weren’t super soldiers
	 	They certainly couldn’t go head to head against the British regulars
	 	But it meant that you had around 1/2 million armed men in the 13 colonies, part of whom could suddenly materialize in a given situation when the need warranted it
	 	These men knew how to fire a rifle accurately
	 	Those men who lived on the frontier were undisciplined, but they were tough fighters

4.	Since the draft applied to all free males, you couldn’t excuse yourself by saying that you weren’t in favor of the war and were loyal to Britain
	 	That would have gotten you immediately jailed and perhaps killed
	 	Now in tomorrow’s message, we’re going to be looking at the treatment of nonresistant Christians—like the Quakers and Mennonites—by the revolutionary governments
	 	So whether they liked it or not, the male inhabitants were forced to be on the side of the revolution—or else they had to sneak away and try to find British protection


#9 Superior military intelligence and spy network

1.	This certainly wasn’t a decisive factor, but it was a huge help to the American side that George Washington developed an intricate network of spies

2.	Since the British assumed a person was a Loyalist until they showed themselves differently, it made it easy for both men and women, highborn and servants alike, to find out what the British were up to most of the time
	 	To my knowledge, neither the Continental Army nor the state militias were ever caught in a surprise attack by the British
	 	But the reverse did happen to the British and Hessians
	 	Washington’s crossing of the Delaware and surprising the Hessian army there is just one example
		 	Washington hadn’t just made a naked gamble
		 	He had plenty of intelligence as to what the Hessians were up to and their custom habits



#10 Control of the Press by the Revolutionaries

1.	Two things that immediately went out the window at the beginning of the war were freedom of speech and freedom of the press

2.	Throughout the war, the revolutionary party controlled the press—except in cities under British occupation

3.	This played a huge role in keeping up the colonial morale
	 	Any civilians killed by the British in the course of the war, and atrocities committed by British or Hessian troops—real or imagined—were heralded in all of the newspapers to whip up more animosity against the British
	 	Along the same vein, every victory of the Americans—even ones that were not militarily significant, like the victory over the Hessians at Trenton—were trumpeted as being huge triumphs

4.	In England, the population was hearing both sides of what was happening in the war
	 	In the former colonies, generally the people were hearing only the side that would make them want to continue to fight
	 	I don’t mean that they didn’t hear about Washington’s defeats; I just mean that the news was always heavily slanted


In conclusion, was it a miracle that the Americans defeated the British and won their independence? Not in the least.

Like every victorious army in probably every war ever fought, the Americans thanked God for their victory and felt their victory proved God was on their side 

Just as did the British when they defeated the French 20 years before, and just as did the Muslims when they defeated the professing Christian countries of the Mideast and North Africa 

But I know whose side God really is on. He’s always on the side of the children of the Kingdom. But that doesn’t carry with it any promises that we are going to materially prosper or have any power in this world  Jesus didn’t. And a servant is not above his master.
