What the Founding Fathers Believed


1.	How this project began in 2002
	A.	Idea was to look at 10 men who made the most significant contribution to the founding of the United States—either the Revolution or the U. S. Constitution
	B.	But who were the 10 who had the greatest impact on the founding of America?
		a.	I’ve always had a keen interest in history, so I had a pretty good idea
		b.	When to my alma mater, SFA, and met with the professor there from whom I took American history
		c.		We brainstormed together
	C.		There’s no absolute answer, but probably all historians would agree on six:

George Washington
Benjamin Franklin
Thomas Jefferson
John Adams
James Madison
Alexander Hamilton
- - - -
	D.		Vast majority would no doubt include the next two:
Samuel Adams
Patrick Henry

	E.		From there, there would be a wider divergence of opinions, but I decided on:
Thomas Paine and John Jay

2.	When I chose these ten, I knew nothing about their religious beliefs, other than Thomas Jefferson
	A.	I had a copy of the Jefferson Bible
	B.		I had heard that many of the key founding fathers were Deists, but I had never actually read their writings (except Jefferson Bible)

3.	My idea for the project was to go to the primary sources as much as possible
	A.	I also read scholarly secondary sources


1.	One of the most important lessons I saw in my research is that people can proof-text history, just like they can proof-text the Bible or any other subject.

2.	I saw the disgusting dishonesty on both sides of the issue that a person finds on websites and popular books
	A.	Christian books and websites, such as The Light and the Glory
		a.	Most of the quotations they point to are actually things that a particular Founding Father did say
		b.	But it isn’t representative of his overall beliefs about Christ and Scripture 
	B.	Same is true of the books and websites promulgated by atheists and secular humanists
		a.	They take the same people and make it look like they were all agnostics and skeptics

3.	Nobody seems to be very interested in the actual truth

4.	Now, the websites and books put out by both sides ended up being a help in my research.
	A.	Some of the quotations I had already found on my own just from reading letters or other writings of the Founding Fathers in question
		a.	And I quickly realized that the author or website wasn’t giving the whole picture

	B.	But it seemed pretty clear to me that—if one of the Founding Fathers said anything whatsoever favorable about God, Christ, or the Bible—I could count on finding it on the God and Country websites or in the books written by right-wing Christian patriots
		a.	Now, I didn’t rely upon their little snippet of a quotation from one of the FF
		b.	 Instead, I looked in their footnotes as to the source and then looked up and read the entire document
		c. 	So these websites served somewhat like a concordance


	C.	The same principle is true of the books and websites put out by skeptics
			a.	If a FF said anything negative about God, religion, Jesus, or the Bible, you can be pretty sure it’s going to show up in the books and websites of the skeptics
			b.	Once again, it serves as a concordance


1.	What I found from my research: spectrum 

Spectrum


Samuel Adams
Patrick Henry
John Jay
Alexander Hamilton
John Adams
Benjamin Franklin
George Washington

James Madison
Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Paine


2.	The man who was closest to the evangelical patriots was Samuel Adams. The man closest to the agnostics and secular humanists was Thomas Paine.
	A.	Interestingly, these men at opposite extremes of the religious spectrum were also the two most unlikeable men out of the whole bunch

3.		I’ve divided into three groups:
		A.	Conventional Christians
				a.	Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, John Jay, Alexander Hamilton

		B.	Unitarians or Christian Deists
				a.  John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington

		C.	Deists
				a.  James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine


Samuel Adams

1.	Achievements
	A.	Man most responsible for the American Revolution
	B.	Is called the “Father of the American Revolution”

2.	His father was a deacon in the local Congregationalist church. His father helped to found the Boston Caucus. This group pretty much controlled what went on in the Boston political world. 
	a.	Father owned a beer brewery [not unusual in those days]
	b.	Became fairly wealthy

3.  Samuel Adams inherited all of this from his father
	a.	Politics was his life 

“Lewis writes: ‘Politics became his whole life, and nothing else mattered to him. He loved his wife and children, but took them for granted, and only a rare woman would have tolerated his neglect.”  p. 92 BN

“He liked to spend his time in the waterfront taverns of Boston, among the dock workers, sailors and prostitutes.”  p. 92 BN

Samuel Adams wrote to the Boston Gazette under the name of Determinatus: “ I am no friend to ‘riots, tumult, and unlawful assemblies. ...But when the people are oppressed, when their rights are infringed, when their property is invaded, when taskmasters are set over them, when unconstitutional acts are executed by a naval force before their eyes... in such circumstances the people will be discontented, and they are not to be blamed.”  p. 94 BN

Theophilus Lillie wrote: “[It is] strange that men who are guarding against being subject to laws [to] which they never gave their consent in person or by their representative, should at the same time make laws, and in the most effectual manner execute them upon me and others, to which laws I am sure I never gave my consent either in person or by my representative...I had rather be a slave under one master; for if I know who he is, I may, perhaps, be able to please him, than a slave to a hundred or more, who I don’t know where to find, nor what they will expect of me.” p. 97 BN


Patrick Henry

1.	Achievements
	A.	Famous for “Give me liberty or give me death.”
	B.	First governor of Virginia after the Revolution
	C.	Leader of the anti-federalists who opposed the adoption of the U. S. Constitution
		a.	Felt it would endanger many of the freedoms the Revolution had gained
	D.	Played a key role in getting Bill of Rights added to the Constitution

If you give up these powers, without a bill of rights, you will exhibit the most absurd thing to mankind that ever the world saw — government that has abandoned all its powers — the powers of direct taxation, the sword, and the purse. You have disposed of them to Congress, without a bill of rights — without check, limitation, or control. And still you have checks and guards; still you keep barriers — pointed where? Pointed against your weakened, prostrated, enervated state government! You have a bill of rights to defend you against the state government, which is bereaved of all power, and yet you have none against Congress, though in full and exclusive possession of all power! You arm yourselves against the weak and defenseless, and expose yourselves naked to the armed and powerful. Is not this a conduct of unexampled absurdity? What barriers have you to oppose to this most strong, energetic government? To that government you have nothing to oppose. All your defense is given up. This is a real, actual defect. It must strike the mind of every gentleman

	C.	However, after the radicalism of the French Revolution, he became a supporter of the Federalists

Patrick Henry on Slavery * January 18, 1773
It is not a little surprising that Christianity, whose chief excellence consists in softening the human heart, in cherishing & improving its finer Feelings, should encourage a Practice so totally repugnant to the first Impression of right & wrong. What adds to the wonder is that this Abominable Practice has been introduced in the most enlightened Ages, Times that seem to have pretensions to boast of high Improvements in the Arts, Sciences, & refined Morality, have brought into general use, & guarded by many Laws, a Species of Violence & Tyranny, which our more rude & barbarous, but more honest Ancestors detested. Is it not amazing, that at a time, when the Rights of Humanity are defined & understood with precision, in a Country above all others fond of Liberty, that in such an Age, & such a Country we find Men, professing a Religion the most humane, mild, meek, gentle & generous, adopting a Principle as repugnant to humanity as it is inconsistent with the Bible and destructive to Liberty. . . .
I cannot but wish well to a people whose System imitates the Example of him whose Life was perfect. And believe me, I shall honour the Quakers for their noble Effort to abolish Slavery. It is equally calculated to promote moral & political Good.
Would anyone believe that I am Master of Slaves of my own purchase! 
I believe a time will come when the opportunity will be offered to abolish this lamentable Evil. Everything we can do is to improve it, if it happens in our day, if not, let us transmit to our descendants together with our Slaves, a pity for their unhappy Lot, & an abhorrence for Slavery. If we cannot reduce this wished for Reformation to practice, let us treat the unhappy victims with lenity, & it is the furthest advance we can make toward Justice


John Jay


1.	Accomplishments:
	A.	President of the Continental Congress from December 10, 1778 – September 28, 1779
	B.	Minister to Spain and France during Revolution
	C.	One of the signers of the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revolutionary War
	D.	2nd governor of New York
	F.	One of the authors—along with Hamilton and Madison—of the Federalist Papers
	G.	During the time that George Washington was in office, John Jay drew up what is known as the Jay Treaty. It basically aligned the U. S. with Great Britain during the years surrounding the French Revolution.
	H.	First Chief Justice of the United States

2.	Spiritual	
	A.	Devout Episcopalian
	B.	Second president of the American Bible Society
	C.	While President of New York, he issued the first Thanksgiving Day proclamation in the state of New York. In his address, he spoke of the need of the people of New York "to render unto [God] their sincere and humble thanks for all these his great and unmerited mercies and blessings." 

D.	In a speech on the fiftieth anniversary of independence, he said: "The most effectual means of securing the continuance of our civil and religious liberties is, always to remember with gratitude the source from which they flow." 

              Source: John Jay: Founding Father, by Walter Stahr, Hambledon and London: Continuum International Publishing Group, 2005. 366 pp.  http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Rediscovering+John+Jay-a0166433347
    


Alexander Hamilton

1.  Place in American history
	A.	General Washington’s aide de camp
		a.	Wrote much of the correspondence for Washington during the war
	C.	Prominent member of Constitutional Convention
	D.	Author of 51 of the 85 Federalist Papers, which powerfully made the case for ratifying the Constitution. 
	E.	He was Secretary of the Treasury in George Washington's administration.
		a.	Gave America a sound financial reputation that has been a huge blessing ever since
	F.	He was Washington’s most trusted advisor, and he wrote the majority of Washington’s speeches
	G.	Played a big role in New York becoming the most prominent city in America
	H.	Helped save America from Aaron Burr

